Commodore Compatible “Hard Disk Drive” Alternatives — Compared to the Original 1541 Floppy

Feature / Function Original 1541 CMD HD CMD RL IDE64 MMCo64 IECATA 1541EMU 64:10D
Type Hardware Hardware Cartridge Cartridge Cartridge Hardware PC Software PC Software
C= support:
Co64 Yes Yes Yes Yes Menu Only Yes Yes Yes
C128 Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes
C16/+4 Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes
VIC20 Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes
> Cable: - Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes - special Yes — X/XE
(for compatibility)
l():;)rt?(l)l;:l ACv 5:;11;“‘3 ﬁ(f)tgirglcili(g; Yes — needs RL N/a N/a N/a No No Yes — Pwr/XE
85;?;(;‘: O Yes / carts Jlgggzogs Built-in Built-In Built-In No Binary P;;&;r II;OUI\%C;H
Disk Image Support No Imported D64 | Imported D64 Exm‘gﬁg D64 | Transfor DO No D64 only %6241\’/[1’)%2’4?33
File support:
Read Yes Yes Yes Yes Menu Only Yes Yes Yes
Write Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes
PRG, SEQ Yes Yes Yes Yes Menu Only Yes Yes Yes
REL Yes Yes Yes Only OS v0.9 No Not yet Yes Not yet
Direct Access Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes
Directory:
Standard Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes
Advanced Yes Yes Yes 777 No Yes Yes Yes
Command Channel Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes - subset Yes Yes
Compatibility:
Fastloaders Yes No*#* No No No No CPU Depends™** No CPU
GEOS Yes Yes® Yes” Yes ” No No Yes — D64 Yes®
Cartridge Yes Mostly No No No Not many Mostly Mostly
JiffyDOS Yes Yes Yes Tolerant Tolerant Not tolerant Depends** Tolerant
Max Capacit 2GB, 254 16Mb, 31 2GB, two MMC/SD Only limited b
paew 166kb partitions partitions drives (??) Limit Up to 128GB 166kb %C used g
LRI TIDIae No Yes — driver N/a Yes No Not yet No Yes
Support
User Subdirs No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes
User Partitions nil 254 31 16 on v0.9 nil nil nil 990
Price US$ " Build yourself
Sromn fee T $10orless | $249+HDD | $208+RAM %15‘19) /;gg EURS0 ~$25 + Free F;erzgsfii i:{’r
and s/ware)" HDD/PSU
* US$149 from Modernity in Canada, or EURO136,00 on-line at Go64!
HE LPT port latency is critical. My personal experience suggests many fast loaders lose synchronisation
HHE Despite having a 6502 CPU, it runs at 2MHz and most programs I’ve tried crash as they were written for a IMHz drive
n Disk driver required
ZA) Drive / CF card must be dedicated to GEOS only and GEOS requires a disk driver.

Items which cannot be self-made or used for other purposes. XE1541 cables can be purchased from US$20; the 1541EMU cable is slightly more. Shipping extra, except for 64HDD which includes worldwide shipping.




